About CTA

The Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation (CTA) was established in 1983 under the Lomé convention between the ACP (African, Caribbean and Pacific) group of states and the European Union member states. CTA’s tasks are to develop and provide services that improve access to information for agricultural and rural development, and to strengthen the capacity of ACP countries to produce, acquire, exchange and utilise information in this area. 

CTA is pleased to provide sponsorships to nationals from the ACP countries to attend this conference. CTA’s contribution will cover economy class airfare by the most economical route, full-board accommodation and registration. Please note that travel expenses by participants within their country are not reimbursed nor are accommodation costs additional to those included in the conference package (e.g. additional nights or accompanying persons costs).

CRITERIA:

· Candidates must be a national of any of the following countries: Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, Cape Verde, Comoros, Bahamas, Barbados, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo (Brazzaville), Congo (Kinshasa), Cook Islands, Côte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Republic of Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Kenya, Kiribati, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Micronesia, Mozambique, Namibia, Nauru, Niger, Nigeria, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Rwanda, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Solomon Islands, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Tanzania, Timor Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu, Uganda, Vanuatu, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

· Sponsorships will be awarded primarily according to the quality of a submitted abstract. However, we will also take into account the potential benefit of attendance to the individual and their country of origin and the desire to achieve a broad geographical spread of attendees.

· Applicants who are staff of international organisations are not eligible.

· Candidates who receive CTA support must submit a report at the end of the meeting, listing the professional benefits they have received as a result of their participation.

HOW TO APPLY:

1. Please submit your abstract as soon as possible following the procedure outlined on the conference website. No applications will be processed until an abstract is received.

2. Please ensure you fulfil all requirements for eligibility listed above.

3. Send an email to a.whatmore@vla.defra.gsi.gov.uk with a request for CTA sponsorship. The title of the email should read “CTA SPONSORSHIP REQUEST – your name”.  The email should include a statement of the anticipated benefits of attending the meeting and should include a BRIEF CV as an attachment. Please also include the reference number from the confirmation of abstract submission.

4. The closing date for applications is 4 July 2008. Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application during the week beginning 14 July 2008. 

